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building, including even churches, being demolished, and not-
withstanding the fact that some of these suburbs were almost
like towns. The Venetian ambassador, Carlo Capello, writing
to his government, comments on the widespread ruin thus
caused, the many beautiful villas that had been burnt by their
owners, and the "greatness of mind" displayed by the general
willingness to suffer all these losses for the sake of liberty.
One exception only was made, viz, the monastery of San
Salvi,8 on account of Andrea del Sarto's fresco of The Last
Supper, "which art-loving Florence had not the heart to
destroy "

On the 14th October 1329 the Imperial army, commanded
by the Prince of Orange, appeared befoie Florence and oc-
cupied all the high giound on the southern side, at a distance
of about a mile from the walls, from near Rusciano, on the
east, round to Monte Oliveto, on the west, while another
equally large force occupied the country on the northern
side of the city. Before the investment was complete Florence
sent an embassy to Clement in Rome to appeal to his meicy; d
but they met only with a cold refusal. Yet the troops whom
he had gathered round Florence were the ferocious ruffians
of many nationalities whom Bourbon had commanded, and
Clement had hired them "with 30,000 florins and the prom-
ise of the plunder of Florence"; while we are told that even
before this army left Lombardy the soldier's usual oath had
become, "By the glorious sack of Florence.*' There was there*
fore no doubt as to what was the fate in store for Florence ii
this enemy got within her walls.

Florence's struggle in defence of her independence was
worthy of her former history. She defended herself for ten
months against all that the Imperial army could do, and at
one time it looked as though she would win Michelangelo
laid aside his chisel and became his country's principal en-
gineer,10 in particular designing all the defences round San
Miniato, the principal point of attack. Francesco Carducci
was the Gonfaloniere, and although he had not the ability